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WOMEN IN pEDICINE IK THE 1920- » »nN 10^.. 
' u^jj 1 ^>y Colleen Archer 









.,- , In ) t he Can adian book Tbe_J^omUa ble Lady Doctors Carlotta Hacker writes 

^ - n f u ^ 1 e i thlxtl&ajiamen physicians found that they had far more 

scope than t^ad W in the first decade of the century. At last they were 
moving _ijito_the hospitals and universities, into 

truly general practice and into spec ialist fielcfs ". They were being given work 
that was mentally tough - ancT theyHT&Ye' a~iso being offered jobs that were tough 
physically. Female as well as male doctors were recruited to pioneer the North 
Canada's last frontier." 9 

Although by 1920 women had indeed made great progress in medicine in Canada, 
their special problems were by no means over. French speaking wome n c ouldn't 
e veiL s t u dxdQjedir^^ i r own language in Canada' until the~ 1940 ' s. As for 

English speaking women, they could study at several universities but a great many 
branches of medicine wer e still cIose dJ^LJthem due to a lack of opportunities^ ?^ 
Internships and Residencies in teaching hospitals. 

Dr. Agnes Moffat shared the joys and problems of many other women studying 
medicine atT thaT time and I spoke to her recently in her home in Peterborough, Ontario. 
When she decided to enter medicine in 1925» McGill admitted 2 women out of 125 
students and took no rotating women interns. 

“Due to university regulations, Dr. Moffat wasn't allowed to live in the 
residence after 2 years simply because she was in Medicine and not in Arts. While 
boarding and living in apartments she was robbed twice, and then on-- night a man 
broke in and tried to strangle her. A strong woman, Dr. Moffat fought him off and 
was -tfajen., patched up at the hospital. She didn’t tell anyone what had happened 
until years later, however. The reason? 

"In those days, their solution would have been to say that no girls could 
live in apartments!" 

After marriage to Dr. Magee in 1933t Dr. Moffat worked in London, England, 
in Toronto, and in 1937 she wa s formally, admitted to the staff of Nicholls 
Hospital and St. Joseph's Hospital in Peterborough, Ontario. Here she was the 
only woman in practice until 1947. 

Dr. Moffat says she found good health and great physcial stamina essential 
in the early days of her busy practice, particularly after the birth of 

her children. She also feels that" inspiration and moral support are important for 
success in any profession, especially when you are in the minority group." 

Many of the women doctors in the 20 *s and 30* s had moral support from their 
husbands or parents, but a welcome source of professional support came with the 
formation of the Federation of Medical Women of Canada. Dr. Moffat says that 
being part of a group gave women doctors more self-confidence, for in a hospital 
situation all the other participants at staff meetings were likely to be male. 

The Medical Women's International Association had been formed in 1920, 
and in 1924 the Federation of Medical Women of Canada followed "to promote the 
welfare and interest of medical women of Canada and of the Medical Profession and 
to co-operate with the British Medical Women's Federation and with similar 
Federations in other countries having like objects and policy. " The chiet planner 
was internationally known Dr. Maude Abbott. Other founders were Helen MacMurchy 
who was then in a senior position with the federal government, birth control 
advocate Elizabeth Bagshaw, surgeon Jennie Smillie, and general practitioners 
Janet Hall and Elizabeth Embury. By the following year there were 65 charter 
membe rs. 

In reading the reminiscences of medical women in the 20 's and JO's it is 
impossible to overlook their genuine desire to be of _seryl.ce-.to humanity. This 
trait was essential d uring the^ depression when physicians often went unpaid and ^ 
s ingle women doctors w ore expected to give services free in welfare centres or 
in missions . D r 1 l.cTr'fat^says that during this period money arrangements were never 
made be for-’: tad, ar i no patier.t was ever refuse! caruj 







Name 



rWs Moffat 



Puff *4-} 

Graduation year 19 25 




Today's date: fit ('f ^£j_ 1991 

I. Why did you choose to study at MES? 



'fr'lt^vA 



f<y- n,„ {«tU'. u'^j 6 /^s <?>-» tZ 02 ±l t2 ' nr . 

AhjZk //K . 



II. What alternatives did you consider? 

m zchfirf. ££_ /V &LU ^121^1^ 



III. What are some of your fondest memories of being a student at 
MES? 



if{p HlhMLL IL T^dc±c£^ jgi fiu, 
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IV. What are some of your worst memories 
MES? 



being a student at 

/ . /V 
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~h (t*YF r&wrf <&h tU^ & JjlL tgz^LiLzL 
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With respect to your course work what are some of your 
fondest memories? 



are some of your worst 



VI. With respect to your course work what 
me mor i e s? 




JtP** ftp — LiL ije^r' 



VII. What do you remember about the school's principal and board? 



VIII. How do you think most students paid for their education at 
MES [summer jobs, parents paid....]? 

/V.-V^S 



IX. In what ways have you kept 






in touch with alumnae of MES? 



What kind of work / vol unteer activities did you do as a 
result of your education at MES? 

Zhdrc. a fa ^ c&eer /UtA e** /^n^i 

ftS Ole / 7 // — Mu<; Ca^p 

HSUa,& rryn Ao/T'K lZ' K7 /ty ,Q L /9 



XI. Did you pursue further education following MES? Where? 
Why? 







XII. PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 



A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 



Your year of birth: l9 0fT 

Your country of birth: 



Country of mother's birth: Ccjj, ;// 



OLL 



Country of father's birth: 



When you entered MES what occupations did your parents 
have? 

Mother's occupation: /'/in ',rJ , Y ift ~ S CjLsp££_ bPd tjj-y 

Father's occupation: /*,{, (j2h ffaJ- 



Where were you living before coming to MES? 



City: bPi4r^iV) 



Province: O PI (TZSjfr^) Country: Je'i 

Which school did you attend prior to entering MES? 

Wt 5^TK 

What grade (level) did you complete at this school? / 3 > 
Was this a private or public school? PC^o // C 



If you married, which year did you first do so: 19 

Married to: (name) /f/./jspyJ Kheatz- 

Occupation of husband when married: 22 



XIII. Would you be interested in receiving a copy of my 

abstract when I complete my study? Jp ejj 

Could you list other addresses than from the class of 39, and 41, 
or do you know of MES students who have passed on? 

Ujo^Jet fD ai*yc ^c^4^' 6 \s 
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Interview with Mrs. 
November 16, 1991 

By John Byl 



Agnes Moffat 



[discussed book titles re- ^ „ 

s re - her doctor experience] 

was Literature ^an^Fxnre ^ Chief or 9 a nizer of MES when it 

Hamilton was the hefd P far * S the Physical Ed ' ’ Ma ^ 

and very mv f!!!’ "i Sh * was a ver y sweat sort of person. 

At the time 'he Lf 1*11 * ne ” her because she lived in Owen Sound, 
business met->l i Wlth hl s father and four brothers working in a 
fnr% hria ’ ® ., L ^ e : at that tlme they were making propellers 

boats, and that is why they were in Owen Sound. Then later 
they branched out into stoves. He was the Moffat Stove 
company .... 



Have you been in touch with Bessie Elizabeth Barron? She knows a 
lot about the school . Also Mary Barker. When I left to go into 
Medicine I sort of broke a lot of ties with MES graduates because 
I was into something else. I kept in touch with Bessie Pitt and 
Mary Barker, at least twice a year with each of them. They could 
tell you a lot more.... 



I won the award for general proficiency.... 
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Name 



Marv Barker 



Graduation year 1 9 25 



Today's date: — £ _ 1991 

I. Why did you choose to study at MES? 

($JL C a A U ^2hdzaa ^ c ^ 1 



II. What alternatives did you consider? 



t^LuJuJ- d^Jzlebs^ 



III. What are some of your fondest memories of being a student at 
MES? 

Li u^L^La ^iK <2 ^tYr* ^ ^l±£^idL 
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IV. What are some of your worst memories of being a student at 
MES? 



l\ *40710 



<^u. ' 7v *i 
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'J_ 9^ * '&+.£■ * 

V. With respect to your course work what are some of your 
fondest memories? 



Tj^jjLiaLj. --»/ hL AlA A. J-£-£ 43=h - 

^ 7 /^ A. " m'/ t Jt ^T7 



^Hac^ >-/ i^, A-^+ — Air- 
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VI. With respect to your course work what are some of your worst 
memor ies? 

X* <L 



VII. What do you remember about the school's principal and board? 

-X*- >• UiadlL > tt*2± dLk-Jl ij±bL J. A 

VIII. How do you think most student's paid for their education at 
MES [summer jobs, parents paid*...]? 





IX. In what ways have you kept in touch with alumnae of MES? 

&b%uz. X-?n.*<a — 



X. What kind of w.eaH* /vol unteer activities did you do as a 
result of your education at MES? 



Xv Lu±it ifz Jtl * ^ i^L « 

U ^ ±t=. d^± y' ji^L //<P7 lUL ^L, d^±™±2. — 

£±d± \L£&jy. /bUsUiXsTn, fiL 



XI. Did you pursue further education following MES? Where? 

Why? 

IkHUmje*. 



XII. PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 

A. Your year of birth: 1 9 A 5T_ 

Your country of birth: 



B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 






Country of mother's birth: 4*. 

Country of father's birth: Life 



When you entered MES what occupations did your parents 
have? 



Mother's occupation: Qzhs/lAjjL Jnt-z lcat& 





Father's occupat i on ^ 

Where were you living before coming to MES? 

City: ^ 






Prov ince : 






Country: ^ 



Which school did you attend prior to entering MES? 

^Ar h/yru.. 

What grade (level) did you complete at this school ? 12 
Was this a private or public school? — 

If you married, which year did you first do so: 19 



Married to: (name) 



Occupation of husband when married: 



XIII 



Would you be interested in receiving a copy of my 
abstract when I complete my study? — 



Could you list other addresses than from the class of 39, and 41, 
or do you know of MES students who have passed on? 
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